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The mission of the Long Island Coalition for the Homeless is to eliminate homelessness on Long Island and address the issues related to homelessness and poverty for Long Islanders in need.
In 2016, LICH accomplished the following:

Direct Assistance to homeless and at-risk Long Islanders:

· Collected and distributed over 2,500 pounds of food, baby supplies, formula and toiletries to homeless and at risk Long Islanders on the streets and in shelters;

· Hosted our 9th annual Back Pack Pirates Festival, a summer camp experience for homeless children;

· Distributed winter coats, clothes and shoes to over 1000 homeless and underserved Long Islanders;

· Distributed more than 3000 backpacks with school supplies to homeless and underprivileged children;

· Provided clothing, shoes and essential accessories to over 400 individuals and families;

· Provided college scholarships to two formerly homeless students.
· Began planning for a Long Island-wide “Coordinated Entry System”, a “One Stop” referral system for Permanent Housing resources for homeless persons

· Implemented a region-wide Prioritization Order, to ensure homeless households with the longest lengths of homelessness and the greatest barriers to housing are prioritized for the limited number of permanent housing units available for homeless persons in need.

 Advocacy, Training, and Technical Assistance for Long Island Housing and Services Agencies:

· Accessed more than $10 million in federal funds on behalf of Long Island agencies to continue housing and services programs for more than 2,000 homeless and formerly homeless Long Islanders – including families with children, victims of domestic violence, adults and children with disabilities, veterans, and chronically homeless individuals;

· Training and assistance in developing, maintaining and operating programs to serve homeless and disabled Long Islanders;

· Continued region-wide initiatives to end homelessness among Long Island’s veterans, youth and unsheltered persons;

· Held the 28th Annual “Keys for the Homeless” Conference; 

· Held the annual “Have a Heart for the Homeless Candlelight Vigil” to help raise awareness about the issue of homelessness, with more than 1,200 in attendance; and

· Increased awareness, understanding and education about Long Island’s homeless folks.

More information about our activities and services can be found at www.addressthehomeless.org

Audited financials for 2016 are available on the same web site, and available upon request.  
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