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Dear Friends of the Homeless: 

 

Thank you for downloading your SoS! School Supply Drive and Back 
Pack Pirates Festival Kit! 

 

Inside you will find: 

 

 Information about the SoS! School Supply Drive and Back Pack Pirates 

Festival 

 Flyers and ideas to conduct drives for new school supplies and backpacks 

(color copies are available upon request) 

 Hosting a drive roadmap 

 A sample letter to present to stores where you want to hold a drive 

 A “shopping list” of most needed school supplies 

 Sponsorship information for the Back Pack Pirates Festival 

 Tips on how to spread the word about SoS! School Supply Drive and Back 

Pack Pirates Festival 

 

The SoS! School Supplies Drive lasts from the beginning of May to August 1st, 

2018! Our website (www.addressthehomeless.org) will have an updated list of 

drop off locations throughout the island where you can bring small donations. 

Large donations should be brought directly to our Amityville Community 

Resource Center, located at 600 Albany Ave, Suite 2, Amityville NY 11701. 

 

We can also provide your company/office building with a donation box to collect 

supplies. Please let us know! 

 

Please feel free to make copies of these materials as needed! For additional flyers 

or information please contact us at 631-464-4314 or 

gguarton@addressthehomeless.org or lburkhardt@addressthehomeless.org  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Greta      Charlie 
Greta Guarton, LMSW    Charles Russo, Esq. 

Executive Director     Chair 

http://www.addressthehomeless.org/
mailto:gguarton@addressthehomeless.org
mailto:lburkhardt@addressthehomeless.org
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SoS! School Supply Drive 
Each year, the Long Island Coalition for the Homeless collects new 

backpacks and school supplies for homeless and at-risk children throughout 

Nassau and Suffolk Counties. Through partnerships with local government, 

libraries, schools, local and corporate business, sports clubs, non-profits and 

other community partners, we host the SoS! School Supply Drive from May 

to August. 

 

The preparation for distribution begins in August, with Sort & Pack volunteer 

events throughout the month. The backpack distribution begins each year at 

the Back Pack Pirates Festival at the end of August.  

Last year, the Long Island Coalition for the Homeless was able to distribute 2,500 backpacks to 

homeless and at-risk children. 

 

 

 

Back Pack Pirates Festival 
The Back Pack Pirates Festival is a pirate-themed summer camp event for 

homeless children and children in foster care programs on Long Island. The Long 

Island Coalition for the Homeless provides a full day of recreational and education 

activities at the summer camp for almost 500 children. Over the years, activities 

have expanded to include face painting, beach time, arts & crafts, a treasure hunt, 

various sports and sprinkler time. 

 

Each child receives breakfast, lunch, healthy snacks and drinks, new, age-

appropriate backpacks filled with school supplies, new bathing suits and towels 

(many of the children do not have bathing suits and their families cannot risk 

sending them to camp with one of the family’s few bath towels), and new back to 

school clothing.  
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Long Island Coalition for the Homeless 

School Supplies Most needed Items 
All of the items must be in new condition to be donated for the Supply our Students Drive 

Gently used items will be distributed through our Boutique 

 

 

 

 
Back Pack Pirates Festival Most Needed Items 

All of the items must be in new condition to be donated for the Back Pack Pirates Festival 

Gently used items will be distributed through our Boutique 

 

 New Back to School Clothes & Shoes- for 

children 6 years old to 18 years old 

 

 Bulk Arts & Crafts activities – for the 

Arts & Crafts station of the camp 

 

 Sports Equipment – including soccer and 

basketballs 

 

 Towels – for children up to 18 years old 

 Target Gift Cards 

 Kohls Cash 

 Old Navy Gift Cards 

 

  

 Crayons 

 Colored Pencils 

 Washable Markers 

 No. 2 Pencils 

 Black & Blue Pens 

 Erasers  

 Rulers 

 Safety Scissors 

 Composition Notebooks 

 Loose Leaf Notebooks 

 Backpack 

 Three-Ringer Binder 

 Loose Leaf Paper 

 Folders 

 Subject Dividers 

 Pencil Case 

 Backpacks 

 Glue Sticks 

 Index Cards 

 Highlighters 
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Ideas for conducting drives in your community 

 
One Day Drives at Stores, Etc. 

 Contact your local libraries, supermarkets, shopping centers or malls and request permission to 

have a drive there on a designated day.  (sample letter is provided) 

 Hang fliers announcing the drive, and what you will be collecting.   

 On the day of the drive, be sure to hang fliers or other information about the drive, Long Island’s 

homeless, and the need for the items you are collecting. A shopping list is included in your kit.  

You can modify this to show only those items you would like to collect, and hand it out to 

shoppers before they enter the store.  We can provide you with these materials upon request. 

 Have members of your group/team/club take shifts, depending on the length of the drive. 

 Make sure you have a way of collecting and transporting the items you receive (large boxes, etc.) 

 If you are going to be conducting the drive outside, dress accordingly! 

 If your team or group has uniforms or jackets, wear them during the drive.  If you have a banner, 

bring it to the drive to represent your group! 

 
Ongoing Drives in Local Stores, Library, Etc. 

 Contact your local delis, convenience stores and libraries and request permission to place a 

donation box at their location.  

 Decorate a large box with wrapping paper, leaving the top open to collect donations.  Be sure to 

include information about the drive and what items you are collecting. 

 Arrange a date and time when you will be picking up the box. 

 
 
 
You are limited only by your imagination!  
Need Inspiration?  
Contact us (lburkhardt@addressthehomeless.org) and check out Pinterest! 
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Hosting a Drive Roadmap 
1. Choose What Items You are Collecting 

✓ Select what items you want to ask for during your drive (new school supplies, backpacks, 

back to school clothing, etc.) 
✓ Be creative and think outside of the box!  
✓ Remember we need items for children from kindergarten students to high school seniors  
✓ If you need ideas on what to collect we are always here to give you support 

2. Secure Your Drive Location and Dates 
✓ A drive can be one day or one week or even throughout the summer!  
✓ The SoS Drive lasts from May 1st to August 1st  
✓ If you need a custom flyer for your drive or place of business please contact us at 

lburkhardt@addressthehomeless.org or 631-464-4314 x144 

3. Spread the Word 
✓ Let your friends, family, and co-workers know that you are hosting a drive to help 

homeless children with the Long Island Coalition for the Homeless 
✓ Tell them what, when, and who you are collecting for! 
✓ Make sure to tag us (@LongIslandCoalitionfortheHomeless) on Facebook and on Twitter 

(@addresshomeless) 
4. Collect the Donations 

✓ Your drive is here! Track your progress and keep your community motivated with 

updates! 
5. Drop off the Donations 

✓ Drop off all of the donations to the Amityville Community Resource Center at 600 

Albany Ave, Suite 2, Amityville NY 11701 
✓ We are open Monday to Friday 9 am to 5 pm. Let us know you’re coming! 

Congratulations! 

mailto:lburkhardt@addressthehomeless.org
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May 1st, 2018 
 

 

Dear Concerned Community Member: 

 

We are asking for your help in collecting new school supplies and backpacks for 

our SoS! School Supply Drive. This event brings together people from both 

Nassau and Suffolk Counties to provide new school essentials to homeless and at-

risk children in our communities and to raise awareness about the issue of family 

homelessness on Long Island. 

 

Starting in May, representatives throughout both counties will be working in 

collaboration with local parishes, businesses, and community groups to back to 

school essentials that are needed by homeless and in need children in our region. 

 

You can assist by donating items on the attached list, or by setting up a box for 

donations. We also have opportunities to become a sponsor of the Back Pack 

Pirates Festival! 

 

The SoS! School Supplies Drive will end on August 1st, 2018. Each year, we begin 

our school essentials distribution at our Back Pack Pirates Festival. The event is a 

one day pirate themed summer camp experience for almost 500 homeless and 

foster care children.  

 

For more information about donations or for further event details, please contact us 

at (631) 464-4314, gguarton@addressthehomeless.org, or 

lburkhardt@addressthehomeless.org  
 

Sincerely, 

 

Greta      Charlie 
 

Greta Guarton, LMSW     Charles Russo, Esq. 

Executive Director     Chair 
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SPREAD THE WORD!!! 
 

 
The SoS! School Supplies Drive is an important event, and an opportunity to raise awareness about 

Long Island’s homeless children and families.  It’s critical that we have a huge turnout of donations 

and volunteers! 

 

You can help us accomplish this goal! 
 

Spread the word to local businesses, churches, schools, friends, family and all 

community organizations and partners! 

 

Send letters, emails and make calls to your friends, family, and other contacts to tell them about the 

drive and the event.  Post it on your social media! Facebook! Twitter! Instagram! Like the LI 

Coalition’s Facebook page to share posts, follow us on Twitter to retweet! 

 

www.facebook.com/LongIslandCoalitionForTheHomeless 

www.twitter.com/addresshomeless 

 

“Please help the Long Island Coalition for the Homeless provide new backpacks and school 

essentials to kids in need! You can start your own drive or help out by spreading the word. Together 

we can make a difference in a child’s life! Please share this post!” 

 

 

Hang Fliers/Posters! 
 

Hang fliers and posters in your local stores, supermarkets, deli’s, libraries – anywhere that has a 

Community Bulletin Board!  Feel free to add your own personal touch!   
 

http://www.facebook.com/longislandcoalitionforthehomeless
http://www.twitter.com/addresshomeless
http://www.facebook.com/LongIslandCoalitionForTheHomeless
http://www.twitter.com/addresshomeless

